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6 killed, 20 injured as 
bus crashes into truck

NEET aspirants 
dies by suicide 
ahead of re-test 
Manish Godha 
JAIPUR 

Ahead of the re-NEET exam-
ination scheduled for June 21, 
an 18-year-old student from 
Rajasthan's Alwar district al-
legedly died by suicide in 
Delhi, where she was prepar-
ing for the medical entrance 
test with her siblings. Reenu 
Meena, a resident of Bhanok-
har village in Kathumar, was 
living with her siblings in a flat 
near Palam in Delhi. 

In another case, a 23-year-
old woman, preparing for 
NEET-UG retest, allegedly 
died by suicide at her resi-
dence in Dehradun.  

According to police, the 
incident came to light on 
Tuesday when Riya did not re-
spond after her mother went 
to call her for lunch.  

When she failed to open 
the door, her mother alerted 
her father. The family then 
forced open the room and 
found her hanging. Police 
were informed and later re-
covered a suicide note from 
the room.  

In Coimbatore, a young 
medical aspirant died after al-
legedly attempting suicide. The 
deceased has been identified as 
19-year-old Anu Keerthana, 
who had purportedly reat-
tempted the NEET-UG exam 
this year – which was later can-
celled – after being allotted an 
undesired branch in 2025. She 
allegedly consumed poison 
and died. This came just days 
ahead of the scheduled re-
examination for the 2026 
NEET-UG, which was can-
celled by the National Testing 
Agency (NTA) following allega-
tions of a paper leak.

PTI 
VADODARA 

Six persons were killed and 
nearly 20 others injured after a 
private bus rammed into a 
parked truck on a highway in 
Gujarat's Vadodara district in 
the early hours of Wednesday, 
police said.The accident oc-
curred near Kotambi village on 
the Vadodara-Halol highway at 
around 4 am. The luxury bus, 
heading from Rajasthan to 
Surat in Gujarat, crashed into 
the rear side of the truck, Vado-
dara District Superintendent of 
Police Sushil Agrawal said.  

The truck had been parked 
on the roadside as its driver 
was checking tyre pressure 
when the speeding bus hit it 
from behind, he said.A major-
ity of the passengers travelling 
in the bus were from Rajas-
than, the official said.  

Personnel from the Jarod 
police station in Vadodara 
rural rushed to the spot and 
started rescue operations. 

Considering the extent of 
damage to the bus, teams of the 
National Disaster Response 
Force were also called to assist 
in the rescue efforts, the SP 
said, adding that further inves-
tigation was under way. 

"The impact of the collision 

was severe, and the front por-
tion of the bus was completely 
crushed. Six persons died in 
the accident, while around 20 
others sustained injuries and 
were shifted to hospitals for 
treatment," police said. 
 Road crash leaves six 
women dead  
Badaun (UP):Six women 
were killed and three others 
sustained serious injuries after 
a tractor collided with an e-
rickshaw on the Bareilly-Ma-
thura road in Uttar Pradesh's 
Badaun district on Wednesday 
afternoon. The accident took 
place when eight women of a 
family were travelling to 
Garhhauna village in the e-
rickshaw to invite relatives for 
a wedding. 

According to police, the 
family of Dalchand Maurya, a 
resident of Murawan Nagla 
village, was preparing for the 
wedding of his son Kunwar 
Pal scheduled for June 29. Po-
lice said the e-rickshaw was al-
legedly trying to avoid another 
tractor when another speed-
ing tractor.

Ayodhya row deepens as  
Ram Shilas go ‘missing’

ROW| Missing offerings claim puts focus on temple donations

Online Report 
AYODHYA 

Fresh allegations that around 
1,000 gold, silver and dia-
mond-studded Shri Ram Shi-
las donated during the Ram 
Temple movement have gone 
missing have added a new di-
mension to the Ayodhya 
temple donation controversy, 
even as a Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) stepped up its 
probe by questioning temple 
staff and reviewing security 
arrangements. FIRs are likely 
to be registered soon. 

The allegations were made 
by former temple accounts in-
charge Mahipal Singh and 
have widened an inquiry that 
initially focused on the sus-
pected disappearance of cash 
donations. 
What are Shri Ram 
Shilas? 

The Shri Ram Shilas are 
symbolic offerings linked to 
the Ram Janmabhoomi 
movement. They were col-

lected by the Vishva Hindu 
Parishad during a nationwide 
campaign between 1987 and 
1989 ahead of the shilanyas, or 
foundation-laying ceremony, 
in Ayodhya in November 
1989. 

Devotees from more than 
two lakh villages across India, 
along with members of the In-
dian diaspora, contributed 

the bricks, many inscribed 
with "Shri Ram" in different 
Indian languages. 

While most were con-
secrated bricks, some affluent 
devotees and organisations 
donated specially crafted 
gold, silver and gem-studded 
shilas, making them valuable 
religious artefacts. Among 
those reportedly unaccounted 

for are a gold-plated Shri Ram 
Shila donated from Mauritius 
and a diamond-studded shila 
gifted by a Mumbai business-
man. 

Beyond their monetary 
value, the shilas hold im-
mense historical and emo-
tional significance as symbols 
of mass participation in the 
Ram Temple movement, 
which culminated in the con-
struction of the temple in 
Ayodhya. 
SIT expands probe 

The allegations have sur-
faced while a three-member 
SIT, constituted by the Uttar 
Pradesh government on the 
directions of Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath, is investigat-
ing alleged irregularities in 
temple donations. 

On Tuesday, the panel 
questioned temple employees 
and officials behind closed 
doors and examined proce-
dures related to the collection, 
counting and safekeeping of 
devotees' offerings.

TELEGRAM MOVES DELHI 
HC AGAINST GOVT CURBS 
PTI 
NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court on Wed-
nesday asked the Centre to file 
its reply on Telegram's plea 
against its order temporarily 
restricting access to the mess-
aging app ahead of the June 21 
NEET-UG 2026 re-examin-
ation. As the matter came up 
before a vacation bench of Jus-
tice Tejas Karia, Telegram's 
counsel claimed the curbs 
were illegal, but Solicitor Gen-

eral (SG) Tushar Mehta de-
fended the government action, 
saying the platform was being 
misused and he would reveal 
"something shocking" tomor-
row. The court adjourned the 
hearing to Thursday and is-
sued notice to the Centre. 

During the hearing, Tele-
gram’s counsel questioned the 
legality of the government 
order blocking the platform. 
He said that over 150 million 
users had been affected by the 
Centre's action on Tuesday. 

White Paper: Vijay govt pegs TN 
debt burden at `10 lakh crore
N Chithra 
CHENNAI 

Tamil Nadu Finance Minister N 
Marie Wilson on Tuesday re-
leased a white paper on the 
state's finances, targeting the 
previous DMK regime over a 
range of metrics and asserted 
that the state's debt burden now 
stood at a whopping  
`10 lakh crore. 

Unlike States such as Maha-
rashtra, Karnataka and Gujarat, 
Tamil Nadu failed to consolidate 
its fiscal position in the post-
COVID era.   

The white paper, whose cen-
tral focus is the five-year post-
COVID window from 2021-22 to 
2025-26, said during the post-
pandemic recovery period, 
which created the conditions for 
fiscal consolidation, Tamil 
Nadu’s traditional peers Karna-
taka, Maharashtra and Gujarat 
used those conditions to restore 
their fiscal positions. But during 
this period the State’s own indi-
cators “moved in the opposite 
direction”.  

“While the peer States main-
tain an Interest Payments Total 
Revenue Receipts at a lower 

level, Tamil Nadu’s interest 
burden is highest among the 
peers, close to two times that of 
Gujarat and Maharashtra,” the 
paper said.  

Overall, Tamil Nadu’s public fi-
nances have deteriorated sharply 
over the past five years, with the 
State’s debt burden doubling to 

`10 lakh crore and fiscal stress 
becoming increasingly structural 
rather than cyclical. Combined 
with guarantees and losses of 
State-owned enterprises, par-
ticularly in the power and trans-
port sectors, Tamil Nadu’s total 
fiscal exposure is estimated at 
more than ̀ 13 lakh crore. 

3 militants held  
Imphal: Three hardcore 
militants were arrested, and 
26 illegally constructed 
bunkers were destroyed in 
separate operations across 
Manipur, officials said on 
Wednesday  A police official 
said the three active PLA/RPF 
cadres were allegedly in-
volved in several violent inci-
dents and numerous criminal 
activities in the state.         PTI


